The Superpowers and the Middle East
session of the Congress on 5 January 1957, in which he stressed
the predatory nature of international communism and called upon
the Congress to adopt a resolution to provide him with authority
for giving military and economic aid to those countries or "group
of nations" which desired such assistance, and to use the armed
forces of the United States to protect the territorial integrity and
political independence of such nations requesting military help
which were endangered by the "overt armed aggression" of in-
ternational communism.2 The proposals put forward by President
Eisenhower encountered some sharp criticism during Congres-
sional hearings. It was contended that the proposals offered no
sure defense against the real danger, subversion; while the pos-
sibility of conflicts arising in other ways was overlooked. It was
also pointed out that the proposals were anti-Israeli, vague and
injurious to Western alliance.3
However, after prolonged hearings lasting for two months, the
Congress finally adopted a joint resolution—that came to be
known as the Eisenhower Doctrine—and was approved by the
President on 9 March 1957. The economic provisions of the
Eisenhower Doctrine permitted the President to spend free of
existing restrictions, upto $200,000,000 of previously appropriat-
ed foreign aid funds for special military and economic projects
in the area. The new doctrine was actually an extension of the
Truman Doctrine to the nations south of those on the Soviet
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